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D‘ | enjoyed all of my seven years as the vibraphonist
m““ with George Shearing and the quintet, but my
“BO“ 1“‘ favorite year was 1970 because that year the rhythm
po“p section included Andy Simpkins on bass and Stix
Hooper on drums. George, of course, was a truly
great musician and already a legend but the addition of those two artists to
the group elevated it tremendously. | was really happy when Stix came up
with this tribute recording project for George and the quintet and asked me
to participate and I think the results show it. On another rather interesting
note in these racial times) Stix and | both grew
up in Houston, Texas during the fifties when the south was truly segregated.
Because we were both young musicians and getting into jazz we did hear of
one another but were not even allowed to get together. The fact that we were
able to became colleagues as well as lifelong friends is when we were finally
allowed to meet and work together
in Los Angeles. This may seem bizarre
now in 2016 but it’s a true story. I've
thought about it a lot over the passing
years and feel so fortunate that in this
little instance something that was very
wrong was somehow able to be made
very right.

SIR GEORGE SHEARING was a master of elegance and sophistication along with
his and unique . He. and led a
unique sounding instrumental quintet, which became a pacesetting ensemble.
This recording is a Tribute to that basic sound and approach to making music.
| was very inspired and fortunate to work beside George’s musical genius and
participate in its presentation.

CHARLIE SHOEMAKE and | grew up in Houston, Texas. We didn’t know each
other because of the segregation issues in the city during that time, but we have
become great friends since our work together with the George Shearing Quintet.
Subsequently, as we both had primary residency in the Los Angeles, California
area, we have been able to continue our personal friendship.

Stix, Charlie and these great musicians
have recaptured the quintessential
legacy of the pace-setting George
Shearing Quintet in this recording.

| am happy to be a participant in the
project. Enjoy!

Enjoy this honest Tribute as we acknowledge, pay respect and homage to
Sir George’s legacy. Please immerse yourself in the music.

~ StixHooper, Producer - Gretchen Garth, Executive Producer
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